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Veterans of World War II
know what it means to be isolated
from science-fiction after years
of activity in the fan field -=-
to be cut off without even the
stuff to read. i

Soldiers overseas are vorac-
ious readers, and science-fiction
fans doubly so., However, for the
average Joe, western, detective
and other material of that type
was not too hard to obtain, - Sci-
ence-~fiction, on the other hand,
was as rare as goldfish feathers.

This situation was discussed
on the spot with heart-felt fere
vor during the sumer of 1945,

when one of war's amazing coinci-

dences Dbrought two very active
science~fiction fans together in
war~-demolished Le Havre, France.

The fans were Jimmy Taurasi,
a sergeant in-a ledium Port Dat-
talion, and Ray Van Houten, an
RTO sergeant working with the
French reilroads.,

Both of us had been overseas

for many months, and we were ab-
H

- — ——

solutely starved for cven one is-
sue of the lousiest stf pulp put
out, The last stf mag cither of
us had seen was a copy of the
slim and scarce British edition
of ¥Astoundingi, and that issue
was almost a year old.

e had friends and rclatives
in- the US who could send mags to
us,- but for one rcason or another
this source of supply just didntt
work out.

The idea stiruck us then that
there should be some fan organi-
zation set up to handlc this sit-
uation, a n organization that
vould act as agent for fan sol-
diers in obtaining mags and books
and which could make outright
donations of scicunce~fiction and
fantasy recading material to armed
forces personnel vhenever and
whercever the need arose,

An idea for a fantasy fans!
veterans! fratoernal-organization
wvas also discusscd, and it was
only natural +that the two ideas
should ecventually combine them-
sclves.,

The result was THE [ANTASY

veterans

served at least 90 days.
n't matter,
Van Houten,
acvp'iestion form,

Besides the

+he cxperiences

Hembersidp in THE FANTASY VIETERANS-ASSOCIATION
with at least 90 days service, wvhosc discharpe was other
than dishonorable, or presernt members of the armed forces who have
S Men and women, officers and IM, it does-

interested fantasy fans should vwrite to Secretary Ray
409 lMarket Street, Paterson 3y I, Je, for a membership

advantages of being fraternally asscciated-with
other people vho share not only the hohby of
of militars cervice as wcll, an immediate satis-
fastiorn in joining the FTAN-VETS is the opporiunity to perform real
|_service to follow fantasy fans in the armtd forces.
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TIE 'C.0,!'s REPORT
- (Concluded from Page 1)

VETERANS ASSOCIATION,

Ve first visualized the or-
ganization as a stand«~by, fareine
the~-future operatlon and along
these lincs we began a very leis-

. .urely mombership campaign, which

has ~ now built up a list of about
twenty members. - Ve figurcd that
any rcal necd for the scrvices of

~the organization would not eome
for at lcast secveral ycars,
But now world cvents have

drastically altored the time -
table,

for stf rcading material, which

they might  not be able-to get-

arc stationed, could

occur within months, and will

certainly become greater before
another ycoar is past.

! Thorcfore, we feel that:the
‘to get going on this thing
bt nov,

Tl erc arc many services that

“TAN ~ VETS can render to fans who
get caught in the draft, - Ve hate
to think that fans this time will
be in the same stf-lcss situation
as we vere, and we arc surc that
our fellowr fanevets feel the same

way about it. _
THIS YOU CAN DO NG -

If wyou have the prescnt ade-
drasses of any members _of the
armed forces who would be inter-
ested In rccciving stf and fan-
tasy reading material, plecase
sond them to us.

Ve vill econtact this soldier
sdilox o mAarine and put him wisc
to what we can do for him.

e recucst that local and
ona1 fan clubs co - operate
us on this point and send us
ﬂny scrvice addresses that they
have, and also to lot us know
when any of their mnmembers, or
other fans in their areca, ecenter
the armed forces.

where they

“time
is rig

. uvally mniles

The nced of fan-soldicers

HOW WE CAN
TAKE CARE OF
OUR OWN BOYS

It 'is vwvery difficult for a
fan to keep his eivilian enthus-
iagm for fantasy alive under the
burden of military life.

It's a miserable feeling to
be stuck in a camp somewhere, us-
out in the sticks,
with hardly a dog!s chance for
the personal contacts which have
recently become fandom!s great
fascination,

But 2 drafted fan in a US
camp 1% comparatively a lucky man

to the Joe who gets packed off
overseas. '
Vhile he's in this country,

he can always gfet a mar or a book
and he can always get a letter in
three or four days when he's a
bit more lonesome than usual.

But pet to the other side,

buddy, "and it!s a thousand times
tougher, If youlre lucky, there
might be one other guy. in your

regiment who read a stf, mag once
and he'll probably be more inter-
ested in cognac or sali,

The newsstands in Korea and
Japan Jjust don't handle AS or
I'F1L,

Lven letters take a week

each way.
If - youlve never bheen in a
situation 1like that, yvou can get

only a small idea hotr ruch you'ld
give to be in good solid contact
with fandom at home. The feelin
"that = somebody is willing to mske
your l1ife a 1little easier is

worth more than gold.

And boyi How vould haunt
that mail - room waiting for your
monthly copy of #ASTOUIDING:! or
WSUPER SCIEZHCE STORIESH!

Viell, as things lool now,
more than o few fans are going to
be in just such a position before



another year passes,

It will be a shame if fandom
slights its own boys, and allows
his war to create another batch
o f iforgotten men’ when S O
little money and effort can do so
much,

Herel's what FAN-VETS has in
mind to 4¢c w-=

The fan -overseas is in the
worat positlon, so he should have

priority; therecfore, our primary
service should be to keep the
overseas fan in touch with the

f 1d here at home by sending hin
a periodic news bulletin, and al-

s0 %o sce that he is sent at
least one current stf mag every
month,

Je are very pleased to an-

nounce that FANDOM HOUSE, publighe
ers of YILIITASY-TIIESY, a tirice~
a~nonth newspaper devoted to the
fantasy field, have agrced to put

out a special armed forces edit-
ion to De distributed by Fil-
VIT3, FAI-VZITS 111l also publish

this monthly bulletin for 211 its
merbers and other interested per-
sons.

Pro meg publishers are now
being asked o donate a number of
free subscriptions to their stf
and fantssy mags to be sent to
fans oversnas, Further sub-
seriptions will be Dbought when
t c demand becones great cnough.

e have bepun our mailing
list, and all fandom is asked to
aic in keeping it growing and up-

to-date.

Wh 1IETD HELP and we need
LINITY. If you would like to take
over- & port of the work outlined
hers, or if you have a bright
idea of your oun that you think
wyld it into the FANVET pic-
tuie, plcase drop us a line and
wetll talk it ever,

YOU DOIT IU.AVE TO BE A ITENMe
BER to ret into the act - if your
interest 1s genuine, welre glad
to count you in.

And we can use anybodyts

ART 'RAPP JOINS U S ARMY

Saginaw, Mich, 21 July, (CNS) -
Super - active stf, fan Arthur H.
Rapp wrote to all officers of the

NFFF today to count him out of
fan activities for somec time to
come, He is joining the US Army

and drop»ing out of stf. for the
time heing. '

Airt” was the editor of “THE
ITATIONAL FANTASY TMAlNY, the offic-~
ial organ of the NATIOIAL FANTASY
FAN FEDERATION, as well as a dir-
ector of +the club, Ile was also
editor a n d publisher of the
monthly fanzine, ¥SPACETAY3Y,

e have also received word
that the discharge from the Army
of Bob Sheriden, - well<known New
Jerscy fan-artist, has becen-held
up for an indefinite period, due
Lo the Korean situation.

i WANTED —~— T
PAIT OR GROUP of fans with dupli-
cating fecilities, to publish the
monthly dAssues of TIL FAI-VIT,
Copy £iéd imppiies fulnisbods Ap~
pily.to secretary.
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TWO FANS III daily porsdnal con-

tact te take charge of FLNVET
mailing list, Typewriter neces-
sary. Apply to sccretary,
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Labor and material for this issue

of “THE FAll=VETY has becn donated

by TANDOM HOUSE, publishers of
N _;"'_FAI'PI'I.“-SY 2 LI‘_]I_T:':S o

money, t0o0f

W pht now itTs - nend-
ed for postage and suvplies, ehec,
as well as to leay the foundation
for future service.

Thisg ig NOT the last word on
FAISVET service and or-~onization;
many deteils and new lines of
action are yet to be settled. WUe
appreciate susgestions,

The address again is THE FAN-

TASY VITODRANS  ASSOCIATION, - ¢/fo
Ray Van Houten, Sccrctary, 109

Iarket Street, Paterson 3, 1. J.
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